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Lincoln, NE - Among a select group of facilities world-wide, Ambassador Health’s Lincoln and Omaha facilities, 
specializing in the treatment of pediatric and adult pulmonary disease processes, have been recognized and 
named a Passy-Muir® Center of Excellence. Through the Centers of Excellence Program, Passy-Muir®, Inc. 
recognizes health care facilities that have demonstrated outstanding teamwork, education, and utilization of 
the Passy-Muir® Valve in providing tracheostomized and mechanically ventilated patients a step towards 
independence and enhanced quality of life. 

The Passy-Muir® Valve is a medical device invented by a patient named David A. Muir that provides
tracheostomized and mechanically ventilated patients the ability to speak. Because the Passy-Muir® Valve 
also improves swallowing ability, various pulmonary functions, and assists patients with weaning from the 
ventilator, it decreases recovery time, reduces hospital costs, and enhances the quality of life for patients.

“The Passy-Muir® Valve allows our patients to verbally communicate while strengthening the lung muscles,” 
stated Holly Guill, BS, RRT, Director of Pulmonary Services. “This communication is invaluable as patients work 
with staff for their daily care and interact with family and friends for improved quality of life.”

While the Passy-Muir® Valve is commonly used in hospitals across the nation, Ambassador Health is one of two 
facilities in the Midwest that has met a set of high standards which facilitates early and successful use of the 
valve with its patients. The keys to success include the development of a multi-disciplinary team approach to 
caring for these patients and advanced education and skills training in the use of this technology.

Utilizing the latest respiratory equipment and cutting edge treatments like the Passy-Muir® Valve, Ambassador 
Health provides care for an average of 36 adult ventilator patients and 16 tracheostomy/ventilator pediatric 
patients. On average, 92% of Ambassador Health’s pulmonary patients use the Passy-Muir® Valve on a regular 
basis. Within the last several years, every patient weaning from ventilator support has utilized the Passy-Muir® 
Valve to aid in the weaning process. 

“I am proud to say that Ambassador Health has a strong group of knowledgeable respiratory therapists and 
nurses that utilize great patient tools, like the Passy-Muir® Valve, to assist our patients with gaining additional 
independence through speech,” stated Guill.

As a recognized Passy-Muir® Center of Excellence, Ambassador Health’s standard of care, including protocols, 
procedures, research, and publications, are published on the Passy-Muir®  website and made available to 
clinicians, patients, and families for reference. To learn more, please visit www.passy-muir.com.
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Ambassador Health is a regional leader in post-hospital rehabilitation, with facilities located in Lincoln, Nebraska City, Omaha, and Sidney, Iowa. With four 
decades of experience, the locally owned health system provides results-driven care in an intimate, personalized environment. Whether it’s a planned surgery, 
an unexpected illness, or a traumatic injury, patients at Ambassador Health receive in-patient rehabilitation from highly qualified therapy and nursing teams. 
This patient recovery process allows individuals to regain their strength and independence, enabling a safe transition home. In addition to post-hospital 
rehabilitation, active seniors looking for independent or assisting living options, adults in need of pulmonary and ventilator services, and parents of small 
children looking for advanced pediatric specialty care will find their unique health care needs met within the walls of Ambassador Health. For more 
information, visit AmbassadorHealth.com or call (402) 873-7791.

Founded in 1985, Passy-Muir, Inc. is the leading manufacturer and distributor of communication devices for tracheostomized and ventilator dependent 
patients, including the Passy-Muir® Tracheostomy and Ventilator Swallowing & Speaking Valve, the only patented bias closed position “no leak” valve 
designed to fit adult and pediatric tracheostomy tubes.  Passy-Muir, Inc. is committed to improving the quality of life of tracheostomized and ventilator 
dependent patients. One approach is through clinical education of patients and clinicians. To learn more about the Passy-Muir® Valve and free clinical 
education opportunities, visit the Passy-Muir website at passy-muir.com or call (800) 634-5397 to speak to a Passy-Muir Clinical Specialist. 
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